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D) LONDON 12290, E) LAGOS 8877, F) DAKAR 5284, G) ABIDJAN 
7680 

1. AFTER REVIEWING RESPONSES REFTEL A, DEPARTMENT AND 
AF/W REMAIN CONCERNED THAT USG ASSISTANCE TO CEAO 
SECRETARIAT AT THIS TIME COULD EXPOSE USG TO CHARGES OF 
INTERFERENCE IN WEST AFRICAN REGIONAL AFFAIRS BY NIGERIA 
AND OTHER AREA STATES HOSTILE OR LUKEWARM IN THEIR ATTITUDE 
TOWARD CEAO. PRECEDENTS CITED BY EMBASSY ABIDJAN DO NOT 
APPEAR RELEVANT TO CEAO, BECAUSE REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
PAIRED REFTEL G GENERALLY WERE NOT VIEWED BY AFRICANS AS 
DIRECT COMPETITORS FOR SAME ROLES. 

2. USG STRONGLY SUPPORTS CONCEPT OF REGIONAL ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION IN WEST AFRICA. SUCH COOPERATION ESSENTIAL 
FOR LONG TERM SOLUTION TO PROBLEMS OF SAHEL, AS WELL AS 
FOR ACCELERATED DEVELOPMENT OF OTHER STATES IN AREA. 

WHILE DEPARTMENT AND AID/W FEEL LACK OF BROADER AREA 
CONCENSUS FAVORING CEAO MAY MAKE USG ASSISTANCE UNWISE 
IN NEAR FUTURE, WE WOULD NOT LIKE PRECLUDE SUCH ASSISTANCE 
IN LONGER TERM IF STRONGLY SUPPORTED BY AFFECTED STATES. 

DAP TEAMS ARE EXPECTED COMMENT ON THIS POSSIBILITY IN 
THEIR REPORTS. 

3. NOT VERY CLEAR IN WASHINGTON WHAT FUNCTIONS 
MEMBER STATES PLAN ASSIGN CEAO. AND HOW CEAO IS TO RELATE 
TO EXISTING REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS AND TRADING GROUPS. 
HOPEFULLY, ANTICIPATED CEAO SUMMIT WILL PROVIDE SOME 
CLARIFICATION. OBVIOUSLY WE WILL WANT AVOID DUPLICATION 
OF TYPE WHICH APPEARS EVIDENT IN PROPOSED LIVESTOCK AND 
CEREALS PROGRAMS. 

4. IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, EMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU SHOULD 
INFORM CEAO SECRETARIAT THAT USG IS UNDERTAKING AN 
EXTENSIVE REVIEW OF ITS FUTURE ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS IN 
WEST AFRICA, DURING THE COURSE OF WHICH AID OFFICIALS 
HOPE TO HOLD DISCUSSIONS WITH CEAO SECRETARIAT OFFICIALS 
IN OUAGADOUGOU. PENDING OUTCOME THAT REVIEW, AND 
FURTHER CLARIFICATION CEAO'S PROPOSED ACTIVITIES AND 
SUPPORT.USG MUST POSTPONE DEFINITIVE RESPONSE 
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